
 

1 
 

Alfa Laval PureBallast augments IECEx 

certification with approval for use on barges 

in the U.S.  
 

The explosion-proof version of Alfa Laval’s chemical-free ballast water treatment system, 

PureBallast 3.1 EX, has received approval from the U.S. Coast Guard for use on barges 

sailing in U.S. coastal waters. The approval comes a year after Alfa Laval PureBallast 

received an IECEx Certificate of Conformity from the International Electrotechnical 

Commission (IEC) for use in explosive atmospheres on board ships in international 

waters.  

 

As a pioneer in the ballast water treatment arena, Alfa Laval introduced PureBallast, the first 

commercial chemical-free ballast water treatment system in 2006. Three years later, the 

company launched PureBallast 2.0 EX, which complied with ATEX directives, the European 

Union Directives for equipment use in potentially explosive atmospheres, such those on tankers 

carrying volatile cargo. Last year, PureBallast EX received an IECEx Certificate of Conformity 

from the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) for use in explosive atmospheres on 

board ships in international waters. Now this third-generation ballast water treatment system is 

approved for use on barge applications sailing in U.S. coastal waters, making it one of the first 

to be approved by the U.S. Coast Guard.  

 

“We’re pleased that PureBallast EX meets the stringent criteria for approval by the U.S. Coast 

Guard,” says Alfa Laval’s Stephen Westerling Greer, Global Business Manager of PureBallast. 

“U.S. Coast Guard approval, together with IECEx certification, sends a strong signal to ship 

owners and operators that they can trust our ballast water treatment system to comply with strict 

national and international regulations while effectively cleaning ballast water.”  

 

In addition to U.S. Coast Guard approval for use on barge applications, PureBallast EX comes 

with other noteworthy news regarding safety. To enhance safety onboard, Alfa Laval simplified 

the PureBallast design, enabling the lamp drive cabinets to be placed up to 150 meters away 

from the reactors they serve. This means the power supply can be safely located outside any 

potentially hazardous zone. 
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Westerling Greer says that there are other PureBallast innovations that enhance system 

performance, making it more attractive to ship owners and operators. These include 50% space 

savings, energy management and power ramp to optimize disinfection treatment whilst 

operating at full flow in low-clarity waters where UV transmittance is just 42%.  

 

“We’ve also introduced a new PureBallast reactor for system sizes from 170 m3/h to 32 m3/h, 

our customers have access to leading edge technologies for a broader range of applications. 

Alfa Laval is now able to offer ship owners with vessels, large and small, the means with which 

to comply to international, national and regional regulations and local port requirements the 

world over.” 

 
 
Contact: 
Stephen Westerling Greer 

Global Business Manager, PureBallast, Marine & Diesel Division, Alfa Laval 

Tel: +46 8 5306 5151  

E-mail: stephen.westerlinggreer@alfalaval.com 

 

Sofia Rugfelt 

Trade Press Manager, Marine & Diesel Division, Alfa Laval  

Tel: +46 8 706 69 53 57 

E-mail: sofia.rugfelt@alfalaval.com 

www.alfalaval.com/marine  

 

 

 

About Alfa Laval 

Alfa Laval is a leading global provider of specialized products and engineering solutions based 

on its key technologies of heat transfer, separation and fluid handling. 

 

The company’s equipment, systems and services are dedicated to assisting customers in 

optimizing the performance of their processes. The solutions help them to heat, cool, separate 

and transport products in industries that produce food and beverages, chemicals and 

petrochemicals, pharmaceuticals, starch, sugar and ethanol. 

 

Alfa Laval’s products are also used in power plants, aboard ships, in the mechanical engineering 

industry, in the mining industry and for wastewater treatment, as well as for comfort climate and 

refrigeration applications. 

 

Alfa Laval’s worldwide organization works closely with customers in nearly 100 countries to help 

them stay ahead in the global arena. 
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Alfa Laval is listed on Nasdaq OMX, and, in 2014, posted annual sales of a about SEK 35.1 

billion (approx. 3.85 billion Euros). The company has today about 18,000 employees. 

www.alfalaval.com 

 

http://www.alfalaval.com/

